
Minutes of the Regular Meeting of  
The Palm Beach County Democratic Executive Committee  

April 7, 2022  
  

The regular meeting of the Palm Beach County Democratic Executive Committee was called to 
order on April 7, 2022 at 7:03pm via Zoom. The Chair was in the chair and the Secretary was 
present.  
  
Opening Ceremonies  
Newly-elected Boynton Beach Mayor Ty Penserga led membership in the recitation of the Pledge 
of Allegiance to the American Flag.  
  
A motion was made to suspend the rules to move new business before the Treasurer’s 
Report.  The motion was adopted.  The Chair moved new business to before the Treasurer’s 
report.  
  
New Business:  
 
The proposed School District referendum that will appear on the November 8 ballot, titled 
School District Referendum to Continue Ad Valorem Levy for School Safety, Teachers, and 
Operational Needs, was introduced. The DEC will consider approval of this Referendum as a 
recommended ballot initiative at the May 2022 DEC meeting. 
 
After debate and discussion, the following resolution was adopted:  
  

Resolution for Environmental Justice in Western Palm Beach County  
  

Whereas, the discriminatory nature of the sugarcane burning rules is a glaring example of 
environmental injustice and environmental racism in Palm Beach County; and  
  
Whereas, current sugarcane burning regulations under the authority of the Florida 
Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services (FDACS), and enforced by the Florida 
Forest Service, based on wind direction and speed, prioritize the protection of more 
affluent communities in Eastern Palm Beach County, while the predominantly lower-
income African American and Latinx communities in the Glades do not receive equal 
protection; and   
  
Whereas, the discriminatory wind speed and direction based sugarcane burning rules 
were put in place in 1991 after public outcry from residents in Eastern Palm Beach 
County, particularly residents from the town of Wellington, without the need of further 
research and data; and  
  
Whereas, despite public outcry from the Glades residents, FDACS has failed to modify 
the current sugarcane burning rules in a manner that provides equal protection from 
sugarcane burning pollution for residents of the Glades, who are the most impacted by 
pre-harvest sugar field burning pollution; and   
  
Whereas, annual pre-harvest sugar field burning in Palm Beach County lasting from 
October to as long as May produces more emissions from agricultural fires than any other 
County in the United States; and   
   
Whereas, the hazardous, industrial-scale, open burning practice releases toxic air 
pollutants including Particulate Matter (PM 2.5 and PM 10), Benzene, Acetaldehyde, 
Formaldehyde, Ammonia, and more; and  
  



Whereas, research from Florida International University confirms that during the 
sugarcane harvesting season in and around Belle Glade, the concentrations of 
carcinogenic Polycyclic Aromatic Hydrocarbons (PAH) associated with PM10 were up to 
15 times higher than those measured during the summer growing season; and  
  
Whereas, Stanford University’s Environmental Change and Human Outcomes Lab has 
documented that zip codes within the Glades communities of Western Palm Beach 
County record the worst smoke days stemming from seasonal pre-harvest sugar field 
burning in the entire country; and   
  
Whereas, despite recent updates to the singular state-run air quality monitor in Belle 
Glade, independent air quality monitoring and investigative reporting has shown it is still 
ill-equipped to capture the real-time short term spikes in air pollution produced by pre-
harvest sugar field burning Glades community residents are exposed to during the annual 
harvest season; and   
  
Whereas, research confirms exposure to pollution from pre-harvest sugar field burning is 
linked to respiratory disease (asthma, bronchitis, and COPD), cancer, kidney disease, 
cardiac disease, neurological disease, higher rates of preterm births, low birth weights, 
and infant mortality rates; and  
  
Whereas, research confirms that both children and the elderly are the most vulnerable to 
suffering negative health impacts from exposure to pre-harvest sugar field burning 
pollutants; and  
  
Whereas, in acknowledgment of the health risks posed to those with or recovering from 
COVID-19 exposed to pollution from open burning pollution, the CDC has recommended 
the use of alternative methods of disposal of vegetative matter; and  
  
Whereas, Health records have documented a 35% uptick in hospital admissions for Belle 
Glade residents during the pre-harvest sugar field burning season versus the summer 
growing season; and   
  
Whereas, Research from Florida State University estimates between at least 1 and 6 
people die each year as a result of sugarcane burning emissions in South Florida.  
  
Whereas, in addition to the air quality issues surrounding sugar cane burning, there are 
other environmental harms, such as Greenhouse Gas (GHG) emissions, water pollution 
through atmospheric deposition, and negative wildlife impacts; and  
  
Whereas, economic impacts include property damage, clean up costs for persistent 
ashfall in impacted communities, a dis-incentive for outside investment, tourism, and new 
businesses to set up shop in the Glades communities due to ash related maintenance 
costs, and health care costs for residents with health issues exacerbated during the 
harvesting season; and  
  
Whereas, our stand for values of equity and inclusion demands that we take action 
against the assault on black lives that occurs every time they have to breathe in the ash 
of sugar burning; and  
  
Whereas, the burn-free alternative to pre-harvest sugar field burning, called “green 
harvesting,” is a method Florida sugar growers already regularly practice, when burn 
permits are denied, using the same modern mechanical harvesters utilized on burned 
fields; and  



Whereas, sugarcane growing nations around the world such as Brazil, Australia, 
Thailand, India, and Zimbabwe have been phasing out sugarcane burning and switching 
to burn-free green harvesting; and  
  
Whereas, the sugar-growing state of Louisiana green harvests up to 65% of their 
sugarcane; and  
  
Whereas, green harvesting is required for all USDA Certified Organic sugarcane, 
including the organic sugarcane produced by Florida Crystals; and   
  
Whereas, where green harvesting is practiced, sugarcane trash (leaves and tops of the 
sugarcane plant) is either left on the soil to be used as mulch, or is separated and 
collected to be utilized along with bagasse (the waste product left over after sugarcane 
refining) to produce electricity, biofuels, biochar, tree-free paper products, cattle feed, 
disintegrant for medicine, and more; and  
  
Whereas, green harvesting and mulching the sugarcane trash has been found to reduce 
soil subsidence, increase carbon sequestration, and improve overall soil health; and  
  
Whereas, in addition to eliminating the public health threat caused by pre-harvest sugar 
field burning, the alternative of green harvesting can help mitigate climate change and 
create new jobs and economic opportunities in the Everglades Agricultural Area; and  
  
Whereas, determinations based on the Florida Forest Service’s Satellite burn tracking 
map indicate that harmful ash plumes can extend as far as 26 miles from the source of 
the burn; and  
  
Whereas, since November 2019, Glades community residents have been calling for a 27-
30 mile buffer zone between schools, homes, and businesses and pre-harvest sugar 
cane field burning as the first phase of an eventual full ban on pre-harvest burning  
  
Therefore be it resolved that the Palm Beach County Democratic Party Executive 
Committee:  Calls upon the Commissioner of Agriculture, Nikki Fried, to use her position’s 
authority over sugarcane burning to implement a minimum 27-mile radius burn-free buffer 
zone around communities impacted by pre-harvest sugar field burning as a first step 
toward the eventual end of pre-harvest sugar field burning; and  
  
Be it further resolved that the Palm Beach County Democratic Party Executive 
Committee: Implores the sugar industry to immediately begin the swift transition to 
sustainable, burn-free green harvesting.  

  
 
Treasurer’s Report, Joel Schleifer  
The checking account’s ending balance on March 31, 2022, was $240,828.25; deposits totaled 
$17,413.19; in kind contributions were $137.99.  Disbursements totaled $15,065.76.  
  
The quarterly report for the reporting period of October 1st through December 31th, 2021 was 
filed on January 7th, 2022 with the Office of the Supervisor of Elections and is available for 
members to review  
  
  
Approval of the Minutes  
 
The minutes of the March 3th Regular Meeting were adopted as distributed.  
The minutes of the March 23rd Special Meeting were adopted as distributed.  



Report of the Membership Committee:  Janet Waksman 
  
The Chair of the Membership Committee moved to induct the following into membership:  
  
Seated Members  
Zone  Precinct Name  
1  1078  Jeff Rollins  
7W  3158  Samira Zahangir  
7W  3158  Farrah Zahangir  
9  5046  Lois Brennan  
9  5104  Jack Goldstein  
9  5104  Janet Zweiback  
9  5106  Angela Keith  
3N  7030  Jade Lawson  
At Large Members  
Zone  Precinct Name  
1  1054  Pat Sheehy  
  
The motion was adopted. The Chair ordered the new inductees to immediately receive the rights and 
privileges of membership.  
   
Chair’s Report, Terrie Rizzo  
The Chair expressed thanks and best wishes to Congressman Ted Deutch, who has announced 
he will not run for re-election, to head the AJC.  Also, the Chair requested help from members 
to sign candidate petitions for Democrats running throughout Florida, and also emphasized the 
importance of DEC committeepersons work in sustained contact with voters in our respective 
precincts.  The chair also reported as a member of the Democratic National Committee on the 
March 9-12 Winter DNC Meetings in Washington, D.C. 
  
The Chair announced that the Grand Opening of the DEC’s new Delray Beach office 
headquarters would be held on April 27. The address for new Delray Beach office is: PBC 
Democratic Party, 220 Congress Park Drive, Suite 140, Delray Beach, FL 33445.  The new DEC  
telephone number is 561-562-8102.  This opening will be followed by the opening of the West 
Palm Beach office. Weekday volunteer office staffers are needed for both offices and should 
email annsgarlotta@hotmail.com for additional information.  
 
  
Vice Chair’s Report, Mindy Koch  
The Vice Chair reported on the activities of the Rapid Response Teams and stated that 
participants are still needed to speak at County Commission and School Board meetings.  She 
urged members to contact her to participate. 
  
State Committeewoman’s Report, Maria Cole  
The State Committeewoman reported on the progress of certification of the clubs and caucuses. 
  
Legislative Report, State Representative Kelly Skidmore  
The Representative reported on the final weeks of the Legislature in Tallahassee and stated that 
there will be a Special Session called by the Governor later in April to pass his proposed 
Congressional Redistricting map. 
  
Finance Committee Report, Jim Carroll  
The Vice Chair of the Finance Committee encouraged members to enroll in the party’s Legacy 
Blue monthly sustaining donor program to help fund infrastructure and GOTV needs. Members 
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can sign up via Act Blue on the website at www.pbcdemocraticparty.org through the Support Us 
tab, or via check sent to the office to the attention of the Jim Carroll. 
  
Campaign:  Vote By Mail Expiree Project and Welcome Wagon Project, Ana Christina Acosta  
The Technology Officer reported on the status of the campaign project to re-sign Vote By Mail 
expirees, stating that approximately 20,000 expirees still remain to be contacted and that all 
DEC members can make calls via the VBM Expirees Virtual Phonebank on Mobilize.  She then 
explained the new Welcome Wagon Enrollment project, stating that newly registered Democrats 
in PBC are now identified in the VAN.  All precinct leaders should contact the new voters in your 
precinct starting this month and on a continuing basis.  For help or questions, members should 
contact their Zone Leaders or Ana Christina. 
  
Special Committee on the Code of Conduct, Cliff Eserman  
The Special Committee Chairman reported that the special committee has given the 
committee’s recommendation to the Chair.  The Chair will forward the recommendation to the 
Rules Committee for their approval, amendments, and other edits, to be brought to the 
Membership.  
 
Introduction of Ukrainian Guests 
The Chair recognized Ukrainian guests attending the meeting, who spoke of the war in Ukraine 
and requested support for Ukrainians fighting against Russian aggression.     
  
Special Presentation on Redistricting, Rich Bartholomew  
The presenter went into in depth analysis of the issues surrounding redistricting, the new maps, 
and how to use the online site at www.florida.redistricting and you.org to see how redistricting 
will affect legislative districts, precincts, and candidates.  
  
Special Guest Speaker, Adam Hattersley, Candidate for CFO  
The guest speaker spoke of his qualifications for the office of CFO for the State of Florida.  
  
Announcements:  
  

• The next regular DEC meeting will be on Thursday, May 5th at 7:00 via Zoom.  Early login is 
preferred to assist the technical team to label everyone.  
• A flag waving event will take place on PGA & Military on May 13th from 5 to 7 pm.  Contact Kim 
Franklin at kimlfranklin@mac.com or 561-352.4416  
• The Western Communities Democratic Club Mix & Mingle is on Monday, April 25th from 5 to 7 
pm at Fords’s Garage, Wellington.  Contact Tom Jennings for more information.  
• The Delray Office Grand Opening Open House is Wednesday April 27th, 6-8 pm,  The location is 
220 Congress Park Drive #140, Delray Beach, Fl 33445.  
• PCDDP 12th Annual Golf Tournament & Super Blue BBQ is on Saturday May 21st at Gleneagles 
Country Club in Delray Beach.  The event is for both golfers and non-golfers.  Signup and secure payment 
on the website. Please contact Robert Harding or Tom Jennings to be a part of the Committee.  
• The PBCDP will be hosting an All County Candidates Form on Thursday June 23rd starting at 
6:30pm at the Embassy Suites in West Palm Beach.  
• The Judicial Candidates Forum will be held on June 28th starting at 7:00 pm at the South County 
Civic Center in Delray Beach.  

  
The meeting was adjourned at 9:29 pm. 
 
 
Kenneth Sommers DDS, Recording Secretary 
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